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If you don’t know me, my name is Rachel , and these are my scripture notes on 

the Book of Obadiah. The verses are presented sequentially in English and Hebrew, 

followed by my commentary. Think of it as a living midrash: whenever I learn 

something new, I add a note. My notes draw from an eclectic range of ancient 

sources, both Jewish and Gentile. These include rabbinical commentaries, classical 

sources, and even the holy texts of other religions. See my about page for more.

Obadiah 1 יָיָה א דְ עֹבַ

1 THE VISION of Obadiah. Thus saith the L-rd GOD concerning Edom: We 

have heard a message from HaShem, and an ambassador is sent among the 

nations: 'Arise ye, and let us rise up against her in battle.'

לָּלָּח--קוּמוּ  1 גּוֹיִיִם שֻׁ יר בַּ ת יִיְהוָה וְצִ אֵאֵ נוּ מֵמֵ עְ מַ מוּעָה שָׁ אֱאֱדוֹם, שְׁ דֹנָי יְיְהוִה לֶלֶ ר אֲ יָיָה: כֹּה-אָמַ דְ זוֹן, עֹבַ חֲ

ה. מָ חָ לְלְ מִּ , לַלַ יהָ לֶלֶ ה עָ נָקוּמָ וְ

• Edom, the nation of Esau to the southeast of Judah.

Genesis 25:30 – 30 And Esau said to Jacob: 'Let me swallow, I pray thee, some of this 

red, red pottage; for I am faint.' Therefore was his name called Edom.

מוֹ, אֱאֱדוֹם. 30 א-שְׁ רָרָ י; עַל-כֵּכֵּן קָ יֵיֵף, אָנֹכִ י עָ זֶּה--כִּ אָדֹם הַ אָדֹם הָ ן-הָ נִי נָא מִ יטֵטֵ עִ לְלְ קֹב, הַ ל-יַיַעֲ ו אֶ ר עֵעֵשָׂ וַיֹּאמֶ

• The name Obadiah also appears in the Book of Kings. Scholars doubt it’s the same 

Obadiah as our sages contend, though the consensus agrees Micah, Haggai, and 

Zechariah are indeed the same historical figures.

Sanhedrin 39b – Rabbi Yitzḥak says: For what reason did Obadiah merit prophecy? 

It is because he concealed one hundred prophets in a cave, as it is stated: “It was so, when 

Jezebel cut off the prophets of the Lord, that Obadiah took one hundred prophets, and hid 

them, fifty men in a cave, and fed them with bread and water” (I Kings 18:4).

י  ר: ״וַיְיְהִ נֶּאֱאֱמַ ה, שֶׁ רָרָ עָ מְּ ים בַּ יאִ אָה נְבִ יא מֵמֵ בִּ חְ הֶ נֵנֵי שֶׁ פְּ יאוּת? מִ נְבִ יָיָהוּ לֶלִ דְ ה זָכָה עוֹבַ נֵנֵי מָ פְּ חָק: מִ י יִיִצְ בִּ ר רַרַ אָמַ

ה וְגוֹ״. רָרָ עָ מְּ ישׁ בַּ ים אִ שִּׁ מִ ם חֲ יאֵאֵ בִּ ים וַיַּיַּחְ יאִ אָה נְבִ יָיָהוּ ממֵ דְ ח עֹבַ י ה׳ וַיִּיִּקַּ יאֵאֵ ת נְבִ ל אֵאֵ יזֶבֶ ית אִ רִרִ כְ הַ בְּ

• Isaiah and Nahum also open with the vision of,  חֲזוֹן  their prophet.

Isaiah 1:1 – 1 The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah 

and Jerusalem, in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.

ה. 1 כֵכֵיִ יִיְהוּדָ לְלְ יָּיָּהוּ, מַ זְקִ ז יְיְחִ ם אָחָ י עֻזִּיָּיָּהוּ יִוֹתתָ ימֵמֵ לִָםלִָםלִָם--בִּ ה וִירוּשָׁ זָה, עַל-יְיְהוּדָ ר חָ שֶׁ ן-אָמוֹץ, אֲ יָיָהוּ בֶ עְ זוֹן, יְיְשַׁ חֲ

Nahum 1:1 – 1 The burden of Nineveh. The book of the vision of Nahum the Elkoshite.

י. 1 קֹשִׁ לְלְ אֶ זוֹן נַחוּם, הָ פֶר חֲ א, נִינְוֵוֵה--סֵסֵ שָּׂ מַ

• Verses 1-3 parallel Jeremiah 49:14-16 nearly verbatim. Scholars debate which text 

reformulates the other.

Jeremiah 49:14 – 14 I have heard a message from HaShem, and an ambassador is sent 

among the nations: 'Gather yourselves together, and come against her, and rise up to the 

battle.'

ה. 14 מָ חָ לְלְ מִּ , וְקוּמוּ לַלַ יהָ לֶלֶ צוּ וּבֹאוּ עָ בְּ קַ תְ ; הִ לוּחַ גּוֹיִיִם שָׁ יר בַּ ת יִיְהוָה, וְצִ אֵאֵ י מֵמֵ תִּ עְ מַ מוּעָה שָׁ שְׁ

• Obadiah’s vision is directed against Edom. According to the Gemara, Obadiah 

was an Edomite convert. Rashi  (1040–1105) repeats this tradition.

Sanhedrin 39b – Efrayim Miksha’a, a student of Rabbi Meir, said in the name of 

Rabbi Meir: Obadiah was an Edomite convert. Consequently, he prophesied with regard 

to Edom. And this is as people say: From and within the forest comes the ax to it, as the 

handle for the ax that chops the tree is from the forest itself.

יִ:  ינָשֵׁשֵׁ י אִ רִרִ אָמְ יְיְינוּ דְּ יָיָה. וְהַ י הָ דוֹמִ יָיָה גּגֵּר אֲ דְ יר: עוֹבַ אִ י מֵמֵ בִּ שּׁוּם רַרַ יר מִ אִ י מֵמֵ בִּ ל רַרַ ידוֹ שֶׁ מִ לְלְ אָה תַּתַּ שָׁ קְ יִיִם מִ רַרַ פְ ר אֶ אָמַ

גָּא. יהּ נַרְרְ א נֵנֵיזִיל בֵּבֵּ בָּ יהּ אִ נֵּנֵּיִהּ וּבבֵ מִ

Rashi on Obadiah 1:1 – The vision of Obadiah—Why is Obadiah different that he 

was chosen to prophesy concerning Edom and did not prophesy any other prophecy? Our 

Sages of blessed memory stated: Obadiah was an Edomite proselyte. Said the Holy One, 

blessed be He: From them and in them will I bring upon them. Let Obadiah, who dwelt 

between two wicked people, Ahab and Jezebel, and did not learn from their deeds, come 

and impose retribution upon Esau, who dwelt between two righteous people, Isaac and 

Rebecca, and did not learn from their deeds.

ר  יָיָה. אָמַ י הָ דוֹמִ יָיָה גּגֵּר אֲ דְ ים: עֹבַ כָמִ רוּ חֲ ת? אָמְ רֶרֶ א נְבוּאָה אַחֶ אֱאֱדוֹם וְלֹא נִיבָּ יָיָה לֶלֶ דְ נָא עֹבַ אי שְׁ יָיָה. מַ דְ זוֹן עֹבַ חֲ

ד  מַ ל, וְלֹא לָלָ יזֶבֶ אָב וְאִ ים, אַחְ עִ שָׁ נֵנֵיִ ררְ ין שְׁ ר בֵּבֵּ דָּ יָיָה שֶׁ דְ ם. יָיָבֹא עֹבַ יהֶ לֵלֵ יא עֲ ם אָבִ הֶ ם וּבָ הֶ רוּךְ הוּא: מֵמֵ דוֹשׁ בָּ קָּ הַ

ם: יהֶ עֲשֵׂשֵׂ מַּ ד מִ מַ ה, וְלֹא לָלָ קָ בְ ק וְרִרִ חָ ים, יִיִצְ יקִ דִּ נֵנֵי צַ ין שְׁ ר בֵּבֵּ דָּ ע שֶׁ שָׁ רָרָ ו הָ עֵעֵשָׂ עֵ ממֵ רַרַ יִיִפְ ם, וְ יהֶ עֲשֵׂשֵׂ מַּ מִ

• Sanhedrin’s axe metaphor reminds me of apostates. The axe that cuts down a 

forest has a handle whose wood comes from a tree in that same forest. So too are 

religious communities destroyed by their wayward children. It’s the apostate of 

a religion who most enthusiastically opposes it.

• I know this personally. Who spends all their time consuming atheist counter-

apologetic content and arguing with Christians online? Those who grew up 

Evangelical and left it. When I apostasized, I was insufferable. I never stopped 

talking about it. I read all the New Atheism books: Sam Harris  (1967–), 

Richard Dawkins  (1941–) – I watched countless hours of Christopher Hitchens

 (1949–2011) delivering “Hitch-slaps” on YouTube. And I was successful: I 

deconverted many of my college peers. I had studied the Bible, Christianity, and 

theology so well from my upbringing that I knew it like the back of my hand: all 

the arguments, all the problematic verses, all the historicity issues – I rarely lost 

a debate, and I helped others grow in their anti-theism. If you had met me just a 

few years ago, you’d be talking to a completely different person. Blessed are You, 

Adonai, who softens the heart and desires repentance.

• Sadly, our people have suffered from this same apostatic zeal. Nachmanides  

(1194–1270) famously debated a Jewish apostate, Pablo Christiani , during the 

Barcelona Disputation (1263). While Nachmanides  shares he was promised 

protection by King James I of Aragon  (1208–1276) and won the argument, the 

ensuing fallout ultimately led to his banishment four years later and Talmudic 

censorship.

Nachmanides, Disputation of Barcelona – Our lord the king commanded me to 

dispute with Friar Paul in his palace, in his presence and before his counselors, in 

Barcelona. I answered and said: I will do as my lord the king commands, if you give me 

permission to speak as I wish. I ask for this the permission of the king and the permis­

sion of Friar Raymond de Peñafort and his companions who are here. Friar Raymond 

answered: Provided that you do not speak insults. I said to them: I do not wish to be subject 

to your judgment on that, but to say all I wish in the matter of the disputation, as you 

say all you wish; I have the sense to speak with decorum, but it shall be as I please. And 

they all gave me permission to speak as I wished.

צווה אֵותיִ אֵדוננו המלֶך לֶהתווכֵח עֵם פראֵיִ פולֶ בהיִכֵלֶו בפניִו (ובפניִ יִועֵציִו) בברצלֶונה. ואֵעֵן ואֵומר: 

אֵעֵשה כֵמצוות אֵדוניִ המלֶך אֵם תתנו לֶיִ רשות לֶדבר כֵרצוניִ. ואֵניִ מבקש (בזה) רשות המלֶך ורשות פראֵיִ 

רמון דפיִנאֵ פורטֵ (דפיִניִיִאֵ פואֵיִרטֵיִ) וחביִריִו אֵשר בכֵאֵן. עֵנה פראֵיִ רמון (דיִ פיִניִיִאֵ פואֵיִרטֵיִ): ובלֶבד 

שלֶאֵ תדבר ביִזיִונות. אֵמרתיִ לֶהם: אֵיִניִ רוצה לֶהיִות בדיִנכֵם עֵלֶ זה, אֵבלֶ שאֵומר כֵלֶ רצוניִ בעֵניִיִן הויִכֵוח 

כֵאֵשר אֵתם אֵומריִם כֵלֶ רצונכֵם, ואֵניִ יִש לֶיִ דעֵת לֶדבר בדרך מוסֵר (בעֵניִיִן הויִכֵוח כֵאֵשר אֵתם אֵומריִם) 

אֵבלֶ ברצון נפשיִ יִהיִה. ונתנו לֶיִ רשות כֵולֶם לֶדבר כֵרצוניִ.

Nachmanides, Disputation of Barcelona – On the next day I stood before our lord 

the king, and he said to me: Return to your city, to life and to peace. And he gave me three 

hundred dinars, and I took leave of him with great affection. May G-d grant me the life 

of the world to come. Amen.

ולֶמחר עֵמדתיִ לֶפניִ אֵדוננו המלֶך ואֵמר לֶיִ: שוב לֶעֵיִרך לֶחיִיִם לֶשלֶום. ונתן לֶיִ שלֶוש מאֵות דיִנריִם, 

ונפטֵרתיִ ממנו באֵהבה רבה. האֵלֶ יִזכֵניִ לֶחיִיִ העֵולֶם הבאֵ אֵמן.

• The same happened after the Paris Disputation (1240) two decades earlier. 

Nicholas Donin , a Jewish apostate and Franciscan friar, presented arguments 

to Pope Gregory IX (c. 1145–1241) that the Talmud polemicized Jesus and his 

mother Mary. The Pope ordered all Talmuds be seized, and the Jews of France 

were compelled to surrender their Talmuds for inspection. The Talmuds were 

publicly burnt in 1242, twenty-something cartloads of manuscripts total.

Gregory IX, Si vera sunt (1239) – If what is asserted about the Jews living in the 

kingdom of France and in other provinces is true, no punishment for them would be 

sufficient or fitting ... that on the first Sabbath of the coming Lent, in the morning, when 

the Jews gather in their synagogues, you have all the books of the Jews of your province 

seized by our authority and faithfully kept in the custody of the Friars Preachers or 

Minors.

Si vera sunt, que de judeis in regno Francie, et aliis provinciis commorantibus 

asserentur, nulla de ipsis esset poena sufficiens, sive digna; ... quatenus primo 

sabbato quadragesime proximo venture, mane, quando judei in synagogis conveniunt, 

universos libros judeorum vestre provincie actoritate nostra capi, et apud fratres 

Predicatores, vel Minores faciatis fideliter conservari.

Innocent IV, Impia judeorum perfidia (1244) – And although our beloved son the 

chancellor of Paris and the masters teaching at Paris in sacred scripture, by the mandate 

of Pope Gregory our predecessor of happy memory, after reading through and examining 

the aforesaid book of abuses and certain others with all their glosses, in order to confound 

the perfidy of the Jews, publicly burned them in fire before the clergy and the people ... 

that both the aforesaid books of abuses condemned by those masters, and in general all 

books with their glosses that have been examined and condemned by them, you order to 

be burned in fire throughout your whole kingdom, wherever they can be found.

Et licet dilectus filius cancellarius Parisiensis et doctores regentes Parisii in sacra 

pagina, de mandato felicis recordationis G(regorii) pape predecessoris nostri, tam 

predictum abusionis librum, quam alios quosdam cum omnibus glosis suis perlectos 

in potestate, ac examinatos ad confusione perfidie Judeorum, publice coram clero 

et populo incendio concremarint. ... tam predictos abusionum libros, reprobatos per 

doctores eosdem, quam generaliter omnes cum glosis suis, qui per ipsos examinati et 

reprobati fuerint, mandes per totum regnum tuum, ubicumque repperiri poterunt igni 

cremari.

Magen Avraham, Orach Chayim 580:9 – The Tanya writes: on the Friday of 

parashat Ḥukkat individuals have the custom to fast, because on that day twenty wagons 

full of books were burned in France; and they did not fix it by the day of the month 

because through a dream-inquiry it was made known to them that the Torah portion 

itself causes the decree, for 'This is the statute [ḥukkat] of the Torah' is rendered in the 

Targum 'this is the decree of the Torah.'

כֵתב התניִאֵ ביִום הששיִ פ' חקת נהגו יִחיִדיִם לֶהתעֵנו' שבאֵותו היִום נשרפו כֵ' קרונות מלֶאֵיִם סֵפריִם 

בצרפת ולֶאֵ קבעֵו אֵותו ביִמיִ החדש מפניִ שמתוך שאֵלֶת חלֶום נודעֵ לֶהם שיִום הפרשה גורם גזיִר' התורה 

זאֵת חקת התורה מתרגמיִ' דאֵ גזיִרת אֵוריִיִתאֵ.

• Our Tisha B’Av kinah shares a lament written by Meir of Rothenburg  (c. 1215–

1293), who was present at the burning.

Meir of Rothenburg, Sha'ali Serufah – Ask, you who were burned in fire, after the 

welfare of your mourners, who long to dwell in the court of your dwelling; who gasp upon 

the dust of the earth and grieve, who are stunned at the burning of your scrolls; who walk 

in darkness without brightness, hoping for the light of day that will shine upon them 

and upon you; and after the welfare of the man who sighs, weeping with a broken heart, 

forever lamenting the pangs of your travail; who moans like jackals and ostriches and 

calls a bitter mourning on your account. How can you, given over to a devouring fire, be 

consumed by a fire of flesh, while strangers were not scorched by your coals?

ים  בִ כּוֹאֲ ץ וְהַ רֶרֶ פָר אֶ פִים עַל עָ שּׁוֹאֲ יִיִךְ: הַ ר זְבֻלָלָ צַ חֲ כֹן בַּ אַוִּים שְׁ תְ מִּ יִיִךְ הַ לַלַ בֵבֵ לוֹם אֲ שְׁ שׁ לֶלִ אֵאֵ רוּפָה בָּ י שְׂ לִלִ אֲ שַׁ

יִךְ:  לֶלֶ ח וְעָ ר יִיִזְרַרַ שֶׁ ם אֲ יהֶ לֵלֵ ם, עֲ אוֹר יוֹמָ וִּים לְלְ ין נֹגַהּ, וְקַ כִים וְאֵאֵ כִים חֲשֵׁשֵׁ יִיִךְ: הוֹלֶלְ יִלֶלַ ד גְּלִלִ יִ מוֹקקֵ לֵלֵ ים עָ מִ תּוֹמְ שְׁ מִּ הָ

פֵּפֵּד  סְ א מִ רָרָ נָה וַיִּיִּקְ נוֹת יַיַעֲ נִּים וּבְ תַתַ אוֹנֵנֵן כְּ יִיִךְ: וַיִּיִּתְ לָלָ בָ י חֲ קוֹנֵנֵן עָלי צירֵרֵ יד מְ מִ ר תָּתָּ בָּ ב נִשְׁ לֵלֵ לוֹם אֱאֱנוֹשׁ נֶאֱאֱנָח, בּוֹכֶה בְּ וְשָׁ

יִיִךְ: לָלָ גַחֲ ים בְּ ווּ זָרִרִ ר וְלֹא נִכְ שָׂ שׁ בָּ אֵאֵ כַּל בְּ אֻ לָלָה תְּ שׁ אוֹכְ אֵאֵ יכָה נְתוּנָה בְּ יִיִךְ: אֵאֵ לָלָ גְלָלָ ר בִּ מַ

• The most censored line in our liturgy comes from Aleinu and caught Catholic 

attention after Pesach Peter , another Jewish apostate, argued that the gematria 

for יק vanity and emptiness  ,וָרִ  secretly encoded Jesus,  ישו , since both equal 

316. This was totally baseless, given the line comes from Isaiah and predates the 

birth of Jesus. Yet Prussia banned it by royal edict in 1703.

Aleinu – For they bow to vanity and emptiness, and pray to a god who cannot save.

שִֽׁיעַ ל לֹא יוֹ ל אֵאֵ ים אֶ ����לֶלִ פַּלְּ֒לְּ֒ תְ יק וּמִ ל וָרִרִ הֶֽבֶ  וִים לָלָ חֲ תַּתַּ שְׁ ם מִ הֵהֵ שֶׁ

Isaiah 45:20 – 20 Assemble yourselves and come, draw near together, ye that are 

escaped of the nations; they have no knowledge that carry the wood of their graven image, 

and pray unto a god that cannot save.

20 . יעַ ל לֹא יוֹשִׁ ל-אֵאֵ ים, אֶ לִלִ פַּלְלְ תְ לָלָם, וּמִ ת-עֵעֵץ פִּסְ ים אֶ אִ נֹּשְׂ עוּ, הַ גּוֹיִיִם; לֹא יָיָדְ י הַ יִטֵטֵ לִלִ ו, פְּ דָּ נַגְּשׁוּ יַיַחְ תְ צוּ וָבֹאוּ הִ בְ קָּ הִ

Isaiah 30:7 – 7 For Egypt helpeth in vain, and to no purpose; therefore have I called her 

arrogancy that sitteth still.

ת. 7 בֶ ם שָׁ ב הֵהֵ הַ זֹאת, רַרַ י לָלָ אתִ רָרָ כֵכֵן קָ זֹרוּ; לָלָ יִק יִיַעְ ל וָרִרִ בֶ יִיִם, הֶ רַרַ צְ וּמִ

Faith Symbols

• Christian .

• Dharmic .

• Jewish .

• Muslim: Shia , Sunni .

• Pagan: Apollo , Hermes .

• Atheist .
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