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If you don’t know me, my name is Rachelzg, and these are my scripture notes on the

Book of Job. The verses are presented sequentially in English and Hebrew, followed

by my commentary. Think of it as a living midrash: whenever I learn something

new, [ add a note. My notes draw from an eclectic range of ancient sources, both

Jewish and Gentile. These include rabbinical commentaries, classical sources, and

even the holy texts of other religions. See my about page for more.

Job 1 X 29K

! THERE was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was
whole-hearted and upright, and one that feared G-d, and shunned evil. > And
there were born unto him seven sons and three daughters. * His possessions
also were seven thousand sheep, and three thousand camels, and five hundred
yoke of oxen, and five hundred she-asses, and a very great household; so that
this man was the greatest of all the children of the east. * And his sons used to
go and hold a feast in the house of each one upon his day; and they would send
and invite their three sisters to eat and to drink with them. > And it was so,
when the days of their feasting were gone about, that Job sent and sanctified
them, and rose up early in the morning, and offered burnt-offerings according
to the number of them all; for Job said: Tt may be that my sons have sinned,
and blasphemed G-d in their hearts! Thus did Job continually.
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« Job cared not just for himself, but his whole family. He even gave sacrifices on

the off chance they had committed wrong in their hearts against God.

This maps to Jesus’s “sinning in your heart” during the Sermon on the Mount
(Matthew 5:27-29). Virtually all of the sermon’s ethical precepts have pre-Chris-
tian expressions in the Tanakh (and later collected in the Talmud, see the Golden
Rule in Shabbat 31a).

Matthew 5:27-29 — ?7 Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt
not commit adultery: ** But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust
after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart. *° And if thy right eye
offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy
members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell.
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Shabbat 31a — [A Gentile] said ‘Convert me on condition that you teach me the entire
Torah while I am standing on one foot.” [Hillel] converted him and said: That which is
hateful to you do not do to another; that is the entire Torah, and the rest is its interpre-
tation. Go study.”
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Psalm 119:11. — "' Thy word have I laid up in my heart, that I might not sin against
Thee.
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Job 1:5 textually says {blessed God, D158 1272 in Hebrew as a euphemism
since the scribes didn’t want to write “cursed God”. The same happens during
the Satan’s challenge in Job 1:11, and continues throughout. Job 2:5 and Job 2:9
(“bless God and die!”).

® Now it fell upon a day, that the sons of G-d came to present themselves before
HaShem, and Satan came also among them. ” And HaShem said unto Satan:
'Whence comest thou?' Then Satan answered HaShem, and said: 'From going
to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it ®* And HaShem said
unto Satan: 'Hast thou considered My servant Job, that there is none like him
in the earth, a whole-hearted and an upright man, one that feareth G-d, and
shunneth evil?' * Then Satan answered HaShem, and said: 'Doth Job fear G-d
for nought? ' Hast not Thou made a hedge about him, and about his house,
and about all that he hath, on every side? Thou hast blessed the work of his
hands, and his possessions are increased in the land. ** But put forth Thy hand
now, and touch all that he hath, surely he will blaspheme Thee to Thy face. **
And HaShem said unto Satan: 'Behold, all that he hath is in thy power; only
upon himself put not forth thy hand. So Satan went forth from the presence

of HaShem.
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In Judaism we pray after we eat food because it’s precisely when we are well
off that we forget about God. It’s easy when we’re in need: you feel the pangs
of hunger, you see what you lack, and call out to God. But the moment these
cravings are satisfied, we forget. Like Adam in Adam 2:4-7, or Deuteronomy 8:10,
or Quran 41:51, we struggle to remember when what we yearn for has been lifted.

Deuteronomy 8:10 is also why we Jews pray after the meal (the order is to eat and

then bless).

Deuteronomy 8:10 — '’ And thou shalt eat and be satisfied, and bless HaShem thy G-
d for the good land which He hath given thee.
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Quran 41:51 — °* When We show favour unto man, he withdraweth and turneth aside,
but when ill toucheth him then he aboundeth in prayer.
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Adam 2:4-7 — *The Lord, the god who had created us, stood before us. * He said to us:
“Adam, why were you two moaning in your minds? ° Know you not that I am the god
who created you, and that I breathed into you a spirit of life, in the form of a living soul?”
7 Then darkness came over our eyes.
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* And it fell on a day when his sons and his daughters were eating and
drinking wine in their eldest brother's house, '* that there came a messenger
unto Job, and said: "The oxen were plowing, and the asses feeding beside them;
> and the Sabeans made a raid, and took them away; yea, they have slain the
servants with the edge of the sword; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee!
' While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said: 'A fire of G-
d is fallen from heaven, and hath burned up the sheep, and the servants, and
consumed them; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee.! " While he was yet
speaking, there came also another, and said: "The Chaldeans set themselves in
three bands, and fell upon the camels, and have taken them away, yea, and
slain the servants with the edge of the sword; and I only am escaped alone to
tell thee! '®* While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said: "Thy
sons and thy daughters were eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother's
house; '” And, behold, there came a great wind from across the wilderness, and
smote the four corners of the house, and it fell upon the young people, and
they are dead; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee!
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The second and final tragedies come from the heavens, and cannot be blamed on
the free will of man. His children too.

The four tragedies may map to the four cardinal directions, the woes smiting
Job from all sides. Sheba to the South (recall the Queen who visits Solomon in
2 Chronicles 9 and in 1 Kings 10) and the Chaldeans to the North frequently
appear in the Tanakh. However, the identification of Sheba is contested and may
break this compass rose, which also requires the wind come from the East and
the fire from the West. We also don’t know precisely where Uz is, which may be
intentionally broad (and outside of Israel).

?0 Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell down
upon the ground, and worshipped; ** And he said; naked came I out of my
mother's womb, and naked shall I return thither; HaShem gave, and HaShem
hath taken away; blessed be the name of HaShem. ?* For all this Job sinned not,
nor ascribed aught unseemly to G-d.
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Turns out Job did | bless God to Thy face,
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The torn mantle is practiced in Judaism. We wear a torn piece of fabric when
grieving for the first 7 (or 30 days for a parent) during the 11 months we pray the
Mourner’s Kaddish.

Isaiah 45:7. I make good (DSS) and create evil.

Isaiah 45:7 — I form the light, and create darkness; I make good, and create evil; I am
HaShem, that doeth all these things.
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Lurianic kabbalah suggests that prayers in these times helps to purge God’s evil.
1
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' Again it fell upon a day, that the sons of G-d came to present themselves
before HaShem, and Satan came also among them to present himself before
HaShem. * And HaShem said unto Satan: 'From whence comest thou?' And
Satan answered HaShem, and said: 'From going to and fro in the earth, and
from walking up and down in it! > And HaShem said unto Satan: 'Hast thou
considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a whole-
hearted and an upright man, one that feareth G-d, and shunneth evil? and he
still holdeth fast his integrity, although thou didst move Me against him, to
destroy him without cause!’
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« Here HaShem admits Job’s suffering was entirely | without cause, 037 . This is
the same 0311 used in Job 1:9 “Doth Job fear G-d for nought?”

« The word | move me,: "JN0M  is striking. The connotation is as if HaShem was
moved against His will. The Talmud agrees.

Bava Batra 16a — Rabbi Yohanan says: Were it not explicitly written in the verse, it
would be impossible to say this, as it would be insulting to God’s honor. The verse states:
“You moved Me against him,” like a person whom others persuade and allows himself
to be persuaded, as if God had not wanted to do anything, but allowed Himself to be
persuaded to bring harm to Job.
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* And Satan answered HaShem, and said: 'Skin for skin, yea, all that a man
hath will he give for his life. > But put forth Thy hand now, and touch his bone

and his flesh, surely he will blaspheme Thee to Thy face. ® And HaShem said
unto Satan: 'Behold, he is in thy hand; only spare his life.
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« Literally “bless thee to thy face.

« Scholars debate the precise meaning of the idiom “skin for skin.” Nevertheless, the
satan here speaks to a truth of the human condition: most would trade everything
to live another day. To take away his health and reputation is to make his life not
worth living, which underwrites his call for the uncreation of the world and the
day he was born in Job 3.

7 So Satan went forth from the presence of HaShem, and smote Job with sore
boils from the sole of his foot even unto his crown. ® And he took him a
potsherd to scrape himself therewith; and he sat among the ashes.
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« The [boils,} 'MW are the same curse of the 6th Egyptian plague in Exodus 9:8-9.

Exodus 9:8-9 — ° And HaShem said unto Moses and unto Aaron: 'Take to you handfuls
of soot of the furnace, and let Moses throw it heavenward in the sight of Pharaoh. ° And
it shall become small dust over all the land of Egypt, and shall be a boil breaking forth
with blains upon man and upon beast, throughout all the land of Egypt.
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Deuteronomy 28:35 — *’ HaShem will smite thee in the knees, and in the legs, with
a sore boil, whereof thou canst not be healed, from the sole of thy foot unto the crown of

thy head.
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> Then said his wife unto him: 'Dost thou still hold fast thine integrity?
blaspheme G-d, and die!
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« Literally “bless God and die!”

« The Septuagint includes a lengthy lament for her lost children.

Job 2:9 LXX - ’° And when much time had passed, his wife said to him, How long
wilt thou hold out, saying, Behold, I wait yet a little while, expecting the hope of my
deliverance? for, behold, thy memorial is abolished from the earth, sons and daughters,
the pangs and pains of my womb which I bore in vain with sorrows; and thou thyself
sittest down to spend the nights in the open air among the corruption of worms, and I am
a wanderer and a servant from place to place and house to house, waiting for the setting
of the sun, that I may rest from my labours and my pangs which now beset me: but say
some word against the Lord, and die.
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« The Greek Testament of Job names Job’s wife, Sitis, and makes her an even
more sympathetic character who sells her hair to the satan for bread. Her name

[Sitis,} Yitig is possibly a grim pun on the word for [bread,: olTog .

Testament of Job 5:16-24 — '° And when Satan learned this, he took the guise of a
bread-seller, and it was as if by chance that my wife met him and asked him for bread
thinking that it was that sort of man. " But Satan said to her: “Give me the value, and then
take what thou wishest.” '* Whereupon she answered saying: Where shall I get money?
Dost thou not know what misfortune happened to me? If thou hast pity, show it to me; if
not, thou shalt see.”

"7 And he replied saying: “If you did not deserve this misfortune, you would not have
suffered all this. ?° Now, if there is no silver piece in thine hand, give me the hair of thine
head and take three loaves of bread for it, so that ye may live on there for three days. *'
Then she said to herself: “What is the hair of my head in comparison with my starving
husband” ** And so after having pondered over the matter, she said to him: “Rise and
cut off my hair” Then he took a pair of scissors and took off the hair of her head in the
presence of all, and gave her three loaves of bread. ** Then she took them and brought
them to me. And Satan went behind her on the road, hiding himself as he walked and
troubling her heart greatly.
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'? But he said unto her: 'Thou speakest as one of the impious women speaketh.
What? shall we receive good at the hand of G-d, and shall we not receive evil?'
For all this did not Job sin with his lips.
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' Now when Job's three friends heard of all this evil that was come upon him,
they came every one from his own place, Eliphaz the Temanite, and Bildad the
Shubhite, and Zophar the Naamathite; and they made an appointment together
to come to bemoan him and to comfort him.
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« Grieving together is a huge emphasis in Judaism. One never suffers alone, attend-
ing daily minyans to perform the Mourner’s Kaddish.

* And when they lifted up their eyes afar off, and knew him not, they lifted up
their voice, and wept; and they rent every one his mantle, and threw dust upon
their heads toward heaven. ** So they sat down with him upon the ground
seven days and seven nights, and none spoke a word unto him; for they saw
that his grief was very great.
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« Job’s friends waited 7 days without speaking. From this comes the Talmud’s
injunction to wait for the mourner to speak first before consulation.

Moed Katan 28b — The consolers are not permitted to speak words of consolation until
the mourner opens and speaks first. As it is stated: “And they sat down with him upon
the ground for seven days and seven nights, and none spoke a word to him; for they saw
that his suffering was very great. After this Job opened his mouth” (Job 2:13-3:1). And
afterward: “And Eliphaz the Temanite answered and said” (Fob 4:1).
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