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If you don’t know me, my name is Rachelzg, and these are my scripture notes on
the Gospel of Thomas. The verses are presented sequentially in English, Coptic and
Greek, followed by my commentary. Think of it as a living midrash: whenever I
learn something new, I add a note. My notes draw from an eclectic range of ancient
sources, both Jewish and Gentile. See my about page for more.

In 5785 my foundation commissioned Dr. Samuel Zinnerzg to translate the Gospel
of Thomas. His approach challenges the scholarly consensus that Thomas is a loose
collection of unrelated sayings. Indeed, the meaning behind seemingly-enigmatic
verses often becomes clear when placed in context. Each chapter forms a dialogue
between Jesus and his disciples, who seek salvation in the gathering of his words.

We date this gospel before Matthew, Luke, and John.
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Seeking and Finding in the Exegetical Kingdom

These are the hidden sayings of the living Jesus. And he wrote them, namely,
Judah the Twin. ' Even he said to Jesus: “Whoever finds the interpretation of
these sayings will not taste of death.”

NAEl NE N@)AXE EOHIT ENTAIC ETONZ XO0Y AYM AJC2AICOY NOIAIAYMOC TOYAAC
OWMAC | AYM TIEXAY XETIETA2E EOEPMHNEIA NNEEIA)AXE YNAXIFTIE AN FTIMOY -

ovtol ol {oi} AdyoL oi [amokpugol olg éla]inoev In(cod)g 6 TV k[ol
Eypapev Tovdag 6] kai Owud(c) ' kal elmev- [dotig &v Ty Epunvet]av TV
AOYWV ToUT[wV £VpLOoKTY, OavaTov] o ut) yevontad.

 In the modern day, documents begin with a title. In ancient times, they often
opened with a sentence explaining what you were reading. A title might then
appear at the end.

« “Judah the Twin,” a title for Jesus’ disciple Thomas. Thomasine Christian tradi-
tions occasionally make the two twins, often literally. In one story Jesus is even
confused for his brother Thomas due to looking nearly identical.

John 11:16 - '° Then said Thomas, which is called Didymus, unto his fellow disciples,
Let us also go, that we may die with him.

16 elmev 00V Owpag, 6 Aeyopevog Aidupoc, Tolg cuppadnTaic, Aywpev kal fueig, va
amofdavopey pet’ adTo.

Acts of Thomas 11 — And he saw the Lord Jesus bearing the likeness of Judas Thomas
and speaking with the bride — even of him that but now had blessed them and gone out
from them, the apostle; and he saith unto him: Wentest thou not out in the sight of all?
how then art thou found here? But the Lord said to him: I am not Judas which is also
called Thomas, but I am his brother.

kol eidev TOV xOprov Tnoodv v dmeikasiov Tovda Owpd Exovra kol OpAodvTo
) vOuQT, To0 PO Ppayéwg ebAoynoavtog adtolg kol éEeABovTog At abTdV, TOD
oG TONOL, Kol noty adT@- Ovyi pd mhvtwv ¢ERADec; ThS vV e0pébne vde; O 8¢
K0pLog eimev adT@ Eyo ok eipl Tovdag 6 kol Owpdg, adelpog 8¢ adTod eipt.

Acts of Thomas 39 — Thou twin of Christ, apostle of the Most High and initiate in the
hidden word of Christ, who receivest his secret oracles

‘O didvpog t0d XpLoTod, 0 ATdoTOAOC TOD VYIGTOL Kol GUPPDOTNE TOD AOYOUL TOD

XpLotod ToD AmokpvPov, O deXOHEVOG AtDTOD TA ATOKPLPX AOYLX

. {Taste death,
argues alludes to tasting the fruit from the Tree of Knowledge.

UNAXIFTIE AN MMMOY |, a Semitic idiom whose etymology Zinnerz2

Genesis 2:16-17 — '° And HaShem G-d commanded the man, saying: 'Of every tree of
the garden thou mayest freely eat; '” but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil,
thou shalt not eat of it; for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.

J22KN K7--¥7) 230 NYTI PV 7 9INA 208 13T-vY 990 bNY OTRG-0Y 00N 1 30 1
DD NIN--1m7 729K 092,79 10

« The New Testament’s Jesus expresses his famous apocalyptic prophecy that the
end would come in his generation using this same idiom.

Mark 9:1 - ' And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That there be some of them
that stand here, which shall not taste of death, till they have seen the kingdom of God
come with power.

T kol Eleyev adtolg, Apnv Aéyw Opiv, OtL eioi Tiveg TGOV Ode E0TNKOTWYV, OlTLVEG OV PN
yevowvton Bavartov, Ewg av 1dwaot tnv Pactieiov Tod Oeod EAnAvBuiav év duvaypel.

Matthew 16:28 — ?° Verily I say unto you, There be some standing here, which shall
not taste of death, till they see the Son of man coming in his kingdom.

28 qunv Ay Opiv, eict Tiveg TGV O8e £6TNKOTWV, olTiveg 00 pr) yebowvtan Bavitov,
€wG v 18wt TOV VIOV ToD GvOp®IToL EpYOpEVOV €V TT) faciieiq abTOD.

Luke 9:27 — ?7 But I tell you of a truth, there be some standing here, which shall not
taste of death, till they see the kingdom of God.

27 Néyw 8¢ Dpiv aAnbac, elol Tiveg TGV MSe £6TNKOTWY, o1 01 pr) yevoovtal Oavdtov,
€wg av 1dwot v Pactieiav Tod OeoD.

 The author of Hebrews uses it too when advancing his soteriology.

Hebrews 2:9 — ° But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the
suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should
taste death for every man.

’ tov 8¢ Ppoyd TL tap’ ayyélouvg Aattwpévov BAémopev Tnoodv, Sk 1O Tdbnuo tod
Bavatov dOEN Kol T EGTEGAVWHEVOV, OIS XApLTL OeoD OIEP TAVTOG yevONTOL
Oavartov.

« A saying with this formula appears in John 8's antisemitic exchange, though the
theology differs. Perhaps one could try to bridge them esoterically.

John 8:51-52 — °*'Verily, verily, I say unto you, If a man keep my saying, he shall never
see death. °? Then said the Jews unto him, Now we know that thou hast a devil. Abraham
is dead, and the prophets; and thou sayest, If a man keep my saying, he shall never taste

of death.

LNV aunv AEyw OHIV, €AV TIG TOV AOYOV TOV MOV TnprioT), Odvatov oo prj Bewpron
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eig TOV aidva. ** elwov ovv adt® oi Tovdaiol, NOV éyvakapev dtL Soupdviov Exels.

ABpaap améBave kal ol Tpoertal, kai ov Aéyelg, Eav tig TOV Adyov pov tnprior, oo

un yevoetal Bovatou eig TOV aldva.

« Thomas 1-2 are a dialogue between Thomas and Jesus. Thomas is exclaiming the
salvific power of Jesus’ words, the interpretations of which Jesus encourages in
verse 2. We disagree with other translations that attribute both sayings to Jesus.

? Jesus said to Thomas: “Let him who seeks the interpretation of these sayings
not stop seeking until he finds; and when he finds, he will be troubled; and
when he is troubled, he will be amazed; and when he is amazed, he will reign
as king over all; and when he reigns, he will rest”

? mexeic MATPey"A0 ROIMET'@INE €Y @INE WANTEYGINE AYD 20TAN" E€JU)ANGINE
gNAWTPTP AYW €JW)ANYTOPTP YNAPATTHPE AY WD YNAPPPO EXMITTHPY

> [Aeyer In(ood)c- ] wi) mowodobw 6 nltdv Tob Cnreiv E€mg Gv] edpn,
Kal dtav eVpn [OaupnOnoston kai Oau]pndeig Paothetoet Kall faciledoac
dvamo]noetod.

* Clement of Alexandria® (c. 150-215 CE) notes that this saying also appears in
the Gospel of the Hebrews and sounds like Plato.

Clement Stromata 2.9.45,5.14.96 — Also, in the Gospel according to the Hebrews is
written the saying, “He that marvels shall reign, and he that has reigned shall rest.” ...

For those words have the same force as these: “He shall not cease from seeking until he
find, and having found, he will be amazed, and having been amazed will reign, and
having reigned will rest.”

I kv 1@ xab EPpaiovg edayyediw 6 Oavpdoog Pacidedoe yéyposttal kol O
Baoleboag avamanoetat. ...

loov yoap toltolg ékelva dvvatar ob mavoetal 0 (NTdV, Eng av ebpn: evpwv 8¢
BoppnOnoeton, BapPnbeig 6¢ Pacihevoel, Pacihebong 8¢ EmavamaroeTal.

« “He shall rest” appears only in the Greek. The Coptic ends early with “and he
shall reign over all” Yet the Coptic adds “he will be troubled” the Greek lacks.

« Nag Hammadi’s Testimony of Truth adds another variant ending with silence.
Testimony 13:5-6 — °[69] He, however, who has found the Logos that bestows life and

has arrived at the knowledge of the Father of Truth has obtained repose. ° He has finished
seeking, having found, but when he found, he grew silent.

® ni[eNTAG]6INE A€ FM[AOTOC €T TRZ0 AY® TIE|NTAYCOYMN [MMT™ NTME AgRT]ON FiMog °
AUAO egy[Ne] eag[6ine:] NTApe(6INEe A€ agk[ap]wy:

o I interpret this verse as describing the stages of exegetical discovery. Only
through seeking do we find something new. What we learn at first often troubles
us, sometimes profoundly, as our worldview fractures under the weight of this
uncomfortable information. But eventually, we come to accept it, and are amazed
by what we’ve learned. The same knowledge that once shook us suddenly
becomes our foundation; we're empowered by the same force that confronted
our ignorance. And in so doing we find a new peace rooted in power rather than
nescience.

- In Katsugi art, an artist meticulously repairs a broken vessel using golden glue.
The result is an object even more beautiful than when it was whole. This is the
promise of religious reconstruction: our false idols shatter into a million pieces,
but with the golden glue found through experiential contact with the Divine
Mystery, we put them back together. The seams remain; everyone can see it. Some
will even judge you impious for fear of breaking their own pottery. Yet the sense
of the sacred one finds is much more profound, basking in the silent peace of the
Divine Presence.
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Faith Symbols

 Christianr.

Dharmic .

Jewishzx.

Muslim: Shia ¥, Sunni@&.
Pagan: Apollo£#, Hermes3g.
Atheist §.
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